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Introduction 

Sociological imagination plays a significant role in seeing things from different perspectives. This 

report presents the history of a famous person names Michael Jackson based on his experience 

regarding two themes which are family and gender. Michael Jackson is one of the most renowned 

singers in the world who is specially known for his gravity defying dance moves. This report states 

the different aspects of his life based on his family history as well as his gender. As a human being 

in the society, his activities were impacted by his surroundings as well as his family structure and 

culture. This report portrays the link between him and his surrounding factors which shaped his 

experience in the society. This report also explores the different aspects of gender such as 

masculinity and femininity. Also, the discrimination based on the gender is also descr4ibed in this 

report along with the associated laws. 
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Family and Gender 

In simple and plain terms, family means a group of people who have common ancestors. There 

might different kind of relationships of an individual with the members of the family such as father, 

sister, brother, mother, grandparents etc (Kooijman, 2017). These people are connected to each 

other through their ancestors. On the other hand, gender is a term which is different from sex. 

Gender means the characteristics pertaining to the male and female based on the society (Lips, 

2017). The meaning of gender is vast compared to that of sex. That’s why it is not wise to use them 

interchangeably. There are some particulars roles, responsibilities and characteristics defined by 

the society for male and female. Based on that gender is defined. 

Michael Jackson and his family 

Michael Jackson born in 1958 in the Jackson family. His parents are Joe Jackson and Katherine 

Jackson.  In their early life, Joe was not that much successful with his band Falcons but he 

discovered that his children have special talent in them regarding music. Out of that thinking he 

created the band named The Jackson Brother and became its manager (Eekelaar, 2017). Later he 

included two of his children into the band and named the band as the Jackson Five. This is how 

the music career of Michel Jackson got started. There is a huge contribution of his family behind 

his huge music career otherwise Michael Jackson would not achieve what he achieved. 

Factors that affected family life 

Michael Jackson’s father was into boxing way too much. But his fate did not allow him to be a 

boxer he joined Inland Steel Company as an overhead crane operator. On the other hand, Jackson’s 

mother was an author. His father was employed and, in this way, he supported his family. His 

family was quite big consisting of 12 members. After marriage his parents bought a two-bedroom 

house in Gary. They did not have to deal with the poverty that much (Duncan, and Goddard, 2016). 

Also, in their family there were no person associated with any physical or mental issues. They 

were quite healthy. Also, there were no record of his parents to be associated with politics.  

Structure and agency in the family 

Agency means the choice of an individual and structure means different opportunities and 

limitation of the society. When Michael Jackson born in Gary, music was a common thing in US 
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and there was no limitation by the society that could hinder the music. That’s why his family could 

utilize this opportunity to create a band by their children because of their various talents. At that 

time, music was becoming very popular worldwide because there were different types of genre of 

music and room for more to create (Masten, and Monn, 2015). Michael Jackson was also fond of 

music since childhood and he used to play different instruments. So, individual agency here was 

supported by the structure which is why it was possible for Michel Jackson to bring revolution in 

the Pop music and become King of Pop. 

Theorist view on family 

Capital theory was created by Pierre Bourdieu. It analyzes different types of capital which 

eventually helps to provide different aspects of information regarding the social world of an 

individual (Kooijman, 2017). These capitals are passed on to the individuals by their ancestors and 

this is how their life has been affected. Family of Michael Jackson was fond of music and they 

created the enthusiasm among their children to practice music as well which is a cultural capital. 

Michael Jackson inherited this capital from his family and which is why later he became a 

successful musician. Michael Jackson was quite connected with his family since his childhood and 

it influence him to be a musician. 

Gender socialization 

Gender socialization is a process through which the different roles and responsibilities are assigned 

to male and female separately. In the society, it is believed that male and female are meant to do 

different things (Lindsey, 2015). They have their differences in roles, responsibilities and actions. 

In this way, this type fop stigma has been developed in almost all the societies regarding male and 

female. Michael Jackson family conformed to the social conception of gender. That’s why in their 

family, gender socialization occurred by their family even though all the brother and sisters of 

Michael Jackson got same opportunities in different spheres. There are different types of agents of 

socialization but in case of Michael Jackson it was his family. 

Masculinity, femininity and their accepted social characteristics 

Masculinity means the characteristics of a male and femininity means the characteristics of a 

female. In the society males are supposed to be very proactive at outside work and they are 
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responsible for earning whereas females are supposed to stay at home and take care of the family. 

But with the changing environment this stigma has been changing as well. In US, there was a time 

when this stigma was quite common in different cities but with the passage of time the situation 

changed as well (Oakley, 2015). When Michael Jackson born, this stigma not so much common 

because at that time male and female had almost all kind of opportunities.  

Creation of gender identity in society 

Creation of gender identity is very important in the society because in that way people generally 

behaves with the individuals. According to West and Zimmerman (2015), gender identities vary 

based on the different interaction an individual engage in every day. To some extent this is true 

because this is how many people interact with others. But this is not same in the case of Michael 

Jackson. Michael Jackson was a gender fluid person for a long time. He was never interested in 

assigning to a specific gender. Gender fluid means having the mixed feelings of male and female 

gender even though he was a male biologically. But he did not continue like this forever. When he 

became father for the first time, he shrugged off being gender fluid from himself and started to 

identify him   as male. This was told by few of his close friends on different medias who saw him 

very closely. This is how Michael Jackson created and changed his gender identity with the passage 

of time in the world. 

Laws and its impacts 

When Michael Jackson was shaking the music world back in 1980, there was different types of 

laws regarding gender. About gender identity, there was no specific law where people have to 

maintain a specific gender identity. That’s why it was never a problem for Michael Jackson to be4 

gender fluid. It was completely his choice and he maintained it very well (Brannon, 2016). There 

were some laws regarding women which were not relevant to Michael Jackson because even 

though he was a gender fluid person biologically he was a male. That’s why those laws had no 

impact on him. Laws regarding gender were mainly created back then to ensure the quality in the 

society so that women along with men can get the same opportunity in the society to prosper just 

as men (World Economic Forum, 2017). It was needed back then because women were missing 

out on different opportunities. These laws did not have that much impact on Michael Jackson life. 
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Conclusion 

Society consists of different types of elements where family and gender are very important. Family 

helps to build up the surroundings of an individual and gender gives different characteristics which 

are needed to be followed to live in the society. The significance of family and gender was huge 

in the life of Michael Jackson because he got his inspiration to be a musician from his family. 

Through the constant support of his family he achieved the highest level of fame. Also, creating 

his own gender identity made him bold in front of the society. The concept of family and gender 

has changed over time and surely it will change in the future. The main challenge for the society 

in the future is to cope up with these changes so that it would never be a hard thing to maintain the 

sustainability of a stable society.  
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